
MILLS COLLEGE DEPARTMEN T OF EN GLI SH 
PROFESSIONAL SURVI VAL WEEKEN D 

NOVEMBER 10 &  11, 2007 
 
 
DAY 1: WRITING AND PUBLISH ING        SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10 
 
 
TIME EVENT/ SESSION  ROOM 
   
9:30 Check-in/ Coffee and Continental Breakfast Mills Hall 

Living 
Room (LR) 

   
9:45 Welcome LR 
   
10:00-10:50 Guess WhoÕs Back: Mills Alumni Panel 135 
 Speakers:  
 Leila Abu-Saba, Mills Prose MFA Õ07, maintains the Mid-

East peace blog Dove's Eye View and teaches freshman 
composition.  She was recently published in the Homelands 
anthology and is currently at work on a novel. 

 

 Lara Durback, Mills Poetry MFA Õ07, is Studio Manager in 
Book Arts at Mills College.  She has been involved in several 
letterpress printing projects since graduation, including print 
demonstrations at events at San Francisco Center for the 
Book. 

 

 Melanie H ilario, Mills Prose MFA Õ05, is a freelance writer 
whose work has appeared in The Bark, Asia! and Readers' Digest. 

 

 Description: Recent Mills Alums describe their current day jobs 
and writing life.  Moderated by Rebecca Van DeVoort. 

 

   
11:00-11:50 Selli ng Your Story: Publishing Fiction and Nonfiction in 

Magazines 
132/133 

 Speakers:  
 Esther Lee, Editor-in-Chief at Teaparty Magazine, received her 

MFA from Indiana University and served as Editor for Indiana 
Review. 

 

 Daphne Muse, Director of the WomenÕs Leadership Institute 
at Mills, is an educator, activist, and writer.  Her commentaries 
have aired on NPR, Radio One and Pacifica Radio stations. 

 

 Tram Nguyen, Executive Editor of ColorLines magazine, is an 
award-winning writer and editor with a particular interest in 
race, immigration and organizing. 

 

 Description: Local editors and magazine publishers describe their 
experiences working with prose writers and offer advice for 
emerging authors.  Moderated by Natalia Vigil. 

 



   
11:00-11:50 My Poem in a Magazine 135 
 Speakers:  
 Del Ray Cross, Editor of Shampoo.  His book of poetry Lub 

Luffly (2006) was published by Pressed Wafer press. 
 

 giovanni singleton, Founder and Editor of nocturnes (re)view of 
the literary arts, has given presentations throughout the U.S. on 
writing, editing, graphic design, and publishing.  She served for 
five years as a member of the Board of Directors for Small 
Press Traffic, a literary arts center in San Francisco. 

 

 Juliana Spahr, Mills MFA faculty and former editor of Chain, 
journal of the arts.  Her most recent book is the Transformation 
from Atelos Press. 

 

 Description: Local editors and publishers describe their 
experiences working with poets and give advice for emerging 
writers.  Moderated by Aries Hines. 

 

   
12:00-1:00 LUNCH  
   
1:00-2:50 Publishing Fiction and Nonfiction: Agents, Editors, and 

What They Do To Your Book 
132/ 133 

 Speakers:  
 Emily Boyd, Senior Project Editor at North Atlantic Books.  

Prior to working at North Atlantic Books, Boyd worked for 
Red Herring, several dot-com start-ups, and AOL. She has 
also written for 7x7 magazine. 

 

 Stephanie Lee is an agent with Manus & Associates Literary 
Agency where she has worked for almost ten years. 

 

 Elise Proulx is an agent at San FranciscoÕs Frederick Hill 
Bonnie Nadell Agency.  She is especially interested in timely 
literary fiction, humor, mysteries and crime fiction, Y.A. and 
middle grade fiction, history, biography, narrative non-fiction, 
and journalism. 

 

 Description: Local agents and editors discuss the writerÕs market 
for prose writers, give insight into the world of publishing, and 
offer advice on how to get your book published.  Moderated by 
Emily Hunger.  This panel will include a 10 minute break. 

 

   
1:00-2:50 Demystifying the Process: Publishing Poetry Books  135 
 Speakers:  
 Joshua Clover, publisher of the new press in girum imus 

nocte et consumimur igni, English faculty at UC Davis, and 
former senior writer for Spin magazine. His latest book of 
poetry is The Totality for Kids. 

 

 Brent Cunningham, Operations Director at Small Press 
Distribution, and author of Bird & Forest. 

 

 Amber DiPietra, Editor at Kelsey St. Press and publisher of 
the blink zine.  A selection from her novel-in-progress won the 

 



2007 Five Fingers Review 
 Craig Perez, Co-founder and Editor of Achiote Press, is a 

poet, fiction writer, essayist, and translator.  His first book is 
forthcoming from Tinfish Press in 2008. 

 

 Description: Local publishers discuss the world of small presses 
and offer advice to emerging poets on how to get their book 
published.  Moderated by Rebecca Van De Voort.  This panel will 
include a 10 minute break. 

 

   
2:00-2:50 Prospective Student Panel LR 
 Speakers:  
 Stephanie Young, Mills poetry MFA Õ01, is the Coordinator 

of English Graduate Programs and Visiting Assistant 
Professor in poetry. She edited the anthology Bay Poetics (2006) 
and her book of poetry is Telling the Future Off (2005). 

 

 Yi-Yun Li, Mills MFA faculty in fiction and creative non-
fiction.  Her debut collection, A Thousand Years of Good Prayers, 
won the Frank O'Connor International Short Story Award, 
PEN/Hemingway Award, and the Guardian First Book 
Award and has been adapted into a screenplay. 

 

 Tom Strychacz, Mills English Literature Faculty, is the 
author of three books: Modernism, Mass Culture, and 
Professionalism (1993), Hemingway's Theaters of Masculinity (2003) 
and the forthcoming Dangerous Masculinities: Conrad, Lawrence, 
Hemingway. 

 

 Description: Mills English graduate program faculty and staff 
answer your questions about the MA and MFA programs as well as 
the application process. 

 

   
3:00-3:50 From One Writer to Another: Writers Talk About Publishing 

Fiction and Creative Nonfiction 
135 

 Speakers:  
 N ina LaCour, Mills Prose MFA Õ06, is a writer and high 

school English teacher. Her first novel is forthcoming from 
Dutton Books, a division of Penguin, in 2009. 

 

 Leah Lakshmi Piepzna Samarasinha, current Mills MFA, is 
a queer Sri Lankan writer, spoken word artist and arts 
educator. Her first book, Consensual Genocide, was published by 
TSAR Books in 2006. 

 

 Cornelia N ixon, Mills MFA faculty.  Her books include two 
novels-in-stories Angels Go Naked and Now You See It, plus a 
scholarly book on the work of D. H. Lawrence and two 
novels-in-progress. 

 

 Description: Members of the Mills community who have recently 
published work speak of their experiences.  Moderated by Natalia 
Vigil. 

 

   
3:00-3:50 Is I t All Who You Know?: Poets Talk About Publishing Their 132/ 133 



Books 
 Speakers:  
 Justin Chin is author of three collections of poetry and three 

collections of essays.  His most recent book, Gutted (Manic D 
Press), received the Publishing Triangle's 2007 Thom Gunn 
Award for Poetry. 

 

 Meg Hamill, Mills poetry MFA Õ05.  Her first book, Death 
Notices, was published in 2007 by Factory School Press. 

 

 Truong Tran, Mills visiting faculty, is the author of several 
collections of poetry including placing the accents, dust and 
conscience, and within the margin. 

 

 Description: Members of the Mills community who have recently 
published work speak of their experiences.  Moderated by Lesley 
Stampleman. 

 

 
 
 
DAY 2:  TEACHING AND THE ACADEMIC TRACK          SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11 
 
 
TIME EVENT/ SESSION  ROOM 
   
9:30 Check-in/ Coffee and Continental Breakfast Mills Hall 

Living 
Room (LR) 

   
10:00-10:50 Mills Alums Talk About Teaching 135 
 Speakers:  
 Carolina de Robertis, Mills prose MFA Õ07, teaches English 

and Humanities at Merritt College and is currently at work on 
her second novel. 

 

 Liz Green, Mills prose & poetry MFA Õ07, teaches 
Composition at Diablo Valley College and is an Academic 
Support Specialist at John F. Kennedy University in Pleasant 
Hill.  She is a member of the Identified Queer Objects, an 
ensemble theater project of writers/p erformers. 

 

 Edissa N icolas, Mills prose MFA Õ07, has been teaching 
English at both Berkeley City College and City College of San 
Francisco and is currently at work on a book-length work of 
fiction. 

 

 Description: Recent Mills alums describe their current teaching 
jobs and how their teaching affects and interacts with their writing 
lives.  Moderated by Lesley Stampleman. 

 

   
11:00-11:50 I tÕs Not  a Resume: CV Workshop 132/ 133 
 Speakers:  
 David Horton, Mills English Department assistant professor  



and administrative assistant, is an artist, curator, writer, and 
published art critic.  His paintings, sculptures, sound 
installations and videos have been exhibited in New York, 
Berlin, Paris, and San Francisco.  His chapbook of prose 
poems, Pete Hoffman Days, was published by Pinball in 2003. 

 Description: Workshop on how to write and strengthen your CV.  
   
11:00-11:50 So You Want To Be a H igh School Teacher? 135 
 Speakers:  
 Glodean Champion, Mills English/C reative Writing BA Õ06, 

is currently working on both her MFA in Writing at California 
College of the Arts and her Masters in Education at Mills 
College. 

 

 Jamal Cooks is an Assistant Professor at San Francisco State 
University in the Department of Secondary Education.  He 
previously taught social studies at both the middle school and 
high school levels. 

 

 Tomas Galguera, Associate Professor at the Teachers for 
Tomorrow's Schools teacher education program at Mills 
College, where he directs the single subject credential program 
in Art, English, and Social Studies. 

 

 Description: Panelists discuss the variety of opportunities for high 
school teaching and the degrees and training required for such 
positions.  Moderated by Natalia Vigil. 

 

   
11:00-11:50 Prospective Student Panel LR 
 Speakers:  
 Stephanie Young, Mills poetry MFA Õ01, is the Coordinator 

of English Graduate Programs and Visiting Assistant 
Professor in poetry. She edited the anthology Bay Poetics (2006) 
and her book of poetry is Telling the Future Off (2005). 

 

 Elmaz Abinader, Mills MFA faculty, is author of Children of 
the Roojme, A Family's Journey from Lebanon, a memoir, and In the 
Country of My Dreams, a collection of poetry which won the 
PEN award. Her plays, including Country of Origin and The 
Torture Quartet, have been performed worldwide. 

 

 Cynthia Scheinberg, Mills English Literature faculty and 
Department Chair, is author of the book Women's Poetry and 
Religion in Victorian England: Jewish Identity and Christian Culture 
(Cambridge University Press, 2004) as well as articles in 
Victorian Studies, Victorian Poetry, and various anthologies. 

 

 Description: Mills English graduate program faculty and staff 
answer your questions about the MA and MFA programs as well as 
the application process. 

 

   
12:00-1:00 LUNCH  
   
1:00-1:50 Publishing Scholarly Articles 135 



 Speakers:  
 Diane Cady, Mills English Literature faculty, completed her 

PhD at Cornell University, with specialties in late medieval 
literature and culture, early modern drama and sexuality and 
gender. She is currently completing a book entitled The Gender 
of Money: Symbolic Economies in the Late Middle Ages. 

 

 Vivian Chin, Mills Ethnic Studies faculty, has published 
critical essays on literature and popular culture and has also 
published fiction.  She holds a PhD in Rhetoric from UC 
Berkeley. 

 

 Cynthia Scheinberg, Mills English Literature faculty and 
Department Chair, is author of the book Women's Poetry and 
Religion in Victorian England: Jewish Identity and Christian Culture 
(Cambridge University Press, 2004) as well as articles in 
Victorian Studies, Victorian Poetry, and various anthologies. 

 

 Description: Mills faculty discuss the ins and outs of publishing 
scholarly articles.  Moderated by Emily Hunger. 

 

   
1:00-1:50 Teaching Outside the Box: non-traditional and community 

based teaching 
132/ 133 

 Speakers:  
 David Inocencio, Founder and Director of The Beat Within, 

is a previous recipient of the Jefferson Award for Community 
Service and the Society of Professional Journalists excellence 
in journalism award for distinguished service. 

 

 Maiana Minahal has taught writing workshops at multiple 
Bay Area community organizations and was previously 
Director of the Poetry for the People program at UC Berkeley. 

 

 Katrina Rodbaugh, Mills poetry MFA Õ07, Program, is the 
Statewide Program Coordinator for California Poets in the 
Schools.  She is a poet and prose writer as well as a mixed 
media artist. 

 

 Description: Learn about opportunities to teach in non-school 
settings as well as how to create such opportunities for yourself 
and other writers.  Moderated by Felicia Martinez. 

 

   
2:00-2:50 To Ph.D. or Not to Ph.D.? 132/ 133 
 Speakers:  
 Natalee Bauer, Mills MA Õ07, was admitted with full funding 

to PhD programs at Rutgers, NYU, University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, and University of Texas Austin.  She 
will be attending Rutgers University in fall 2008 where she 
plans to study Early Modern Drama & Postcolonial Theory. 

 

 Jamal Cooks, Assistant Professor at San Francisco State 
University in the Department of Secondary Education, 
completed his PhD at the University of Michigan degree in 
Educational Studies with an emphasis in Literacy Education. 

 

 Rebekah Edwards, Mills English Literature faculty, is  



completing her PhD at UC Berkeley in English, with an 
emphasis in Women, Gender and Sexuality. She was a recent 
fellow at the Center for the Study of Sexual Culture. 

 Ajuan Mance, Mills English Literature faculty, received her 
PhD in English form the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.  
Her book Inventing Black Women: African American Women Poets 
and Self-Representation, 1877-2000 came out in July. 

 

 Description: A panel offering advice for those interested in 
pursuing a PhD or going on to teach at a four-year institution of 
higher ed.  Moderated by Aries Hines. 

 

   
2:00-2:50 Community College Teaching LR 
 Speakers:  
 Scott Inguito is an English Instructor at San Jose City 

College, San Jose, CA. He received his MFA from The Iowa 
Writers Workshop. 

 

 Tobey Kaplan has been teaching in the San Francisco Bay 
Area for over twenty years.  She currently teaches reading, 
literature, creative writing and composition at several area  
colleges.  She received an MA in Interdisciplinary Studies, 
Creative Arts from SFSU in 1983. 

 

 Judith Rathbone, Mills poetry MFA Õ05, has taught 
composition, literature, creative writing, and developmental 
reading and writing courses at four different Bay Area 
colleges. 

 

 Description: A panel of current community college teachers share 
their experiences, their understanding of the different types of 
positions available, and the benefits and challenges of each.  
Moderated by Felicia Martinez. 

 

 
 


