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Strategic Plan, 2008 -2013

Academic Excellence & Education for 

Leadership
× Enhance the excellence of Millsõ undergraduate womenõs liberal 

arts college

× Expand its graduate and professional programs for women and 

men in the context of that undergraduate program

× Strengthen the development of Mills students as leaders and 

innovators in their chosen endeavors 

× Attract and retain excellent faculty and staff 

× Attract and retain excellent students 

× Facilitate the development of student leaders 



Strategic Plan, 2008 -2013

Educational Access and Diversity
× Enhance educational access for and retention of an 

excellent and diverse student body

× Enhance access for and retention of a diverse faculty and 

staff. 

× College commitment to reducing student indebtedness.



Strategic Plan, 2008 -2009

Environmental and Fiscal Sustainability
× Provide an outstanding accessible campus environment to 

support Millsõ educational mission, and incorporate sustainable 

guiding principles in campus planning, building, and operations.

× Provide the academic and administrative technology needed to 

assure 24/7 access to resources and services that support the 

institutional needs of the College and the research needs of 

students and faculty. Create a technology endowment to enable 

the campus to achieve and maintain a solid and forward -looking 

technology position.



Fall 2008 Student Body

× Total Mills Headcount 1,481

× Total Undergraduate Headcount 973

× Total Graduate Headcount 508

× New Undergraduates 322

× New Graduates 269



Fall 2008 Student Body

Undergraduate

× 34% of undergraduate students identify as African American, 
Latina, Asian American or Native American

× 13% of undergraduates self -identify as Bi/multiracial students

× 25% of undergraduates are over the age of 23

× 37% of the first -year students are first -generation students

× Age span of all undergraduates: 17 to 93

Over the past two years, retention from first - to second 
year has increased by 3%



Academic Recognition

Entering Undergraduate Class

× 179 students received an academic honor or award in high school 
or college

× 13 Trustee Scholarship Recipients

× 24 Summer Academic Workshop (SAW) scholars

× 15 Hellman Summer Science and Math Fellows

× 24 bent twigs

× 26 mothers ð21 have children under the age of 18

× 60% participated in social justice work or community service locally 
or globally

× One-third have lived or travelled abroad

× Almost one -half  the class has a language other than English 
commonly spoken in the home

× 27 new, 23 continuing nursing students



Graduate Students

Graduate

× 508 students (269 new and 239 continuing)

× 80% female; 20% male

× 31% of students identify as African American, Latina, Asian 
American or Native American

× 10% self -identify as Bi/multiracial students

× Age span: 21 to 72

× Average age: 31



Financial Aid

Undergraduate 

× $28.5 million in loans and grants awarded, of which $14.6 million 

in grants  is funded by Mills.

× Approximately 97% got financial aid, 91% from Mills.

× Average award is $30,835.

Graduate

× $11.7 million in loans and grants awarded, of which $3.4 million in 

grants  is funded by Mills.

× Approximately 89% received financial aid, 85% from Mills.



Fundraising

Fiscal year 2007 -2008

× As of June 30, 2008, $21.5 million was received in gifts and pledge 
payments.

$6.5 million over the $15 million goal

× Unrestricted gifts - $4,045,623 

(26% over 2006 -2007 unrestricted gifts of $2,991,844)

Includes Annual Fund - $1,881,893 in gifts and pledge payments. The 
Mills College Annual Fund also generated an additional $82,156 in named 
student scholarships and $762,976 in new pledges

Fiscal year 2008 -2009

× $2,803,540 in gifts and pledges received as of 8/31/08

Endowment value 

× $210,555,655 as of 6/30/08



New Faculty

× Andrew Altschul , Visiting Assistant Professor, English

× Maia Averett , Assistant Professor of Mathematics, 3 yr 

× Filomena Borges, Visiting Assistant Professor, Spanish

× John Corbally , Visiting Assistant Professor, History

× Marie Therese Ellis, Visiting Assistant Professor, French

× Jay Gupta, Assistant Professor in Philosophy, 3 yr

× Beth Kochly , Assistant Professor of Organic Chemistry,  Tenure Track

× Rachelle Rogerts -Ard , Visiting Assistant Professor, Education

× Matthew Shenoda , Visiting Assistant Professor, English

× Sheldon Smith, Visiting Artist, Dance

× Cynthia Taylor, Visiting Assistant Professor, History

× Stacy Thompson, Visiting Assistant Professor, Education

× Gail Tsukiyama , Visiting Assistant Professor, English

× Nikki Velasco, Lecturer, Government

× Marcy Whitebook , Visiting Professor, Education



New College Officers

× LaDene Diamond, Vice President for Finance and 

Administration and Treasurer

× Sandra Greer, Provost / Dean of Faculty

and Professor of Chemistry

× Therese Leone, Vice President and General Counsel



Mills in the News

College Rankings

× U.S. News & World Report has ranked Mills College fourth among 

its peers of the best universities and colleges in the West, moving 

up from last year's ranking at sixth. The College was also ranked 

seventh on the "Great Schools, Great Prices" list for the West. 

× A new top colleges list by Forbes ranked Mills College 75th in the 

country, placing it among the top two percent in the United 

States of the 569 colleges/universities ranked.

× For the fourth consecutive year,  named one of the Best 368 

Colleges and one of the 117 "Best Western Colleges" in the nation 

by the Princeton Review. The College also stands out with a top -

notch green rating.  Recognition is given to only the top 15% of 

four -year U.S. colleges. Mills is one of only six schools in the Bay 

Area to be included.



Mills Awards, 2007 -2008

× Platinum Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design for the

× Betty Irene Moore Natural Sciences Building

× ñU.S. Green Building Council

× Honor Roll with Distinction for Exemplary Public Service

× ñPresidentõs Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll

× Community Service Award

× ñJostens/National Association of Division III Athletic Administrators

× Business Recognition Award for Leadership

× and Achievement in Sustainability

× ñStopWaste.Org

× First Place in Food Service Organics

× ñRecycleMania

× Best Radio Documentary for Public Radio Reporting ñ

× òThe Dropout Dilemmaó

× ñSociety of Professional Journalists

× Two Gracie Awards for Outstanding Radio Series and

× Documentary for Public Radio Reporting

× ñFoundation of American Women in Radio and Television



Mills Awards, 2007 -2008

× CEO Leadership Award

× Mills College President Janet L. Holmgren

× ñCouncil for the Advancement and Support of Education

× Most Influential Women in Business

× Mills College Board Chair Vivian Stephenson

× ñSan Francisco Business Times

× Most Influential Women in Government and Nonprofits

× Mills College President Janet L. Holmgren

× ñSan Francisco Business Times



Fulbright and Guggenheim 

Recipients

Fulbright Grant

× Erika Martinez (MFA in English, ô07)

Fulbright grant in language and literature to study at the 

Universidad Autònoma de Santo Domingo to complete an 

anthology entitled Voz: Dominican Women Writing

× Patricia Tumang (MFA in English and creative writing, õ06)

Fulbright grant in creative writing to study at the University of 

the Philippines at Diliman and will conduct research for a 

novel, A Visionary Life.

Guggenheim Fellowship

× Molissa Fenley, Associate Professor of Dance (ô75) has received a 

Guggenheim fellowship in choreography. 



Mills new programs and 

initiatives

× New Center for Socially Responsible Business established

× The Lorry I. Lokey Graduate School of Business has joined 

the Forté Foundation, a consortium of major corporations, 

top business schools, and influential nonprofit organizations 

directing talented women towards leadership roles in 

business.

× College debuts first MFA degree in book art & creative writing 

in the country



28,500 square foot building, completion in July 2009

Two lecture halls with tiered seating for 50 students and four classrooms for 25 to 40 students 

will provide space for an expanding enrollment, while breakout rooms and a student lounge 

will support focused teamwork and informal group discussion. The centerpiece of the building 

will be a spectacular Gathering Hall, flanked by an exterior terrace and iris pond. 

Construction Projects

Graduate School of Business



Seismic and ADA improvements, renovation of offices, some classrooms. 

Completion in October, 2008. The renovation of the concert hall includes new 

seating, expanded stage, new acoustical panels and restoration of the frescoes, 

choir panels and ceiling.

Music Building Renovation


