
Music Rubric for Assessing Graduate First-Year Portfolios 

Criterion Initial Emerging Developed Highly Developed 
Portfolio is clearly 
organized and indexed a
contains work completed
during the first year.

nd 
 

Portfolio is disorg
has no index, and l
evidence of work 
completed during 
year.

anized, 
acks any 

the first 

Portfolio is so
organized an
shows some e
work complet
first year. 

mewhat 
d indexed, and 
vidence of 
ed during the 

Portfolio
organize
contains
during th

 is clearly 
d and indexed and 
 work completed 
e first year. 

Portfolio is very well 
organized and indexed and 
contains a comprehensive 
selection of work 
completed during the first 
year.

Written descriptions of
projects are clear and 
consistent, and include 
pertinent information.

 

all 

Written descriptio
projects are uncle
inconsistent, and o
pertinent informat

ns of 
ar and 
mit  
ion.

Written desc
projects are 
clear and con
include some 
information.

riptions of 
somewhat 
cise, and 
pertinent 

Written
projects
concise, 
pertinen

 descriptions of 
 are clear and 
and include all 
t information.

Descriptions of projects 
are very well-written - 
clear, concise, and 
including all pertinent 
information.

Scholarly materials are 
well-researched and 
written, and give eviden
of original thought.

ce 

Scholarly material
poorly-researched
badly written, and
little evidence of o
thought.

s are 
 and 
 show 
riginal 

Scholarly mat
evidence of s
are competen
and demonstr
for original t

erials provide 
ome research, 
tly written, 
ate a capacity 
hought.

Scholarl
well-rese
written,
of origin

y materials are 
arched and 

 and show evidence 
al thought.

Scholarly materials are 
extremely well-researched 
and written, and show clear 
evidence of original 
thought.

Musical examples &/or 
scores demonstrate 
continuing creative 
development.

Musical examples 
scores fail to dem
any creative devel
during the first ye

&/or 
onstrate 
opment 
ar.

Musical exam
scores provid
evidence of c
creative deve
during the fi

ples &/or 
e some 
ontinuing 
lopment 

rst year.

Musical 
scores d
continuin
developm
first yea

examples &/or 
emonstrate 
g creative 
ent during the 
r.

Musical examples &/or 
scores demonstrate a 
flourishing creative 
development during the 
first year.

Student is able to clear
identify strengths and 
weaknesses in her/his o
work.

ly 

wn 

Student is unable 
identify strengths
weaknesses in her/
work.

to 
 and 
his own 

Student is st
able to clearl
strengths and
in her/his own

arting to be 
y identify 
 weaknesses 
 work.

Student 
identify 
weakness
work.

is able to clearly 
strengths and 
es in her/his own 

Student is able to clearly 
identify strengths and 
weaknesses in her/his own 
work, and to build on this 
self-assessment.
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