
Music Rubric for Assessing Graduate Thesis 
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Criterion Initial Emerging Developed Highly Developed 
Thesis performance or 
presentation was wel -
conceived, adequately 
prepared, and 
appropriately documented.

Thesis performance
presentation was il
conceived & inadequ
prepared, and poorl
documented.

 or 
-
ately 
y 

Thesis perform
presentation w
reasonably wel
& somewhat ad
prepared and d

ance or 
as 
l-conceived 
equately 
ocumented.

Thesis pe
presentat
conceived
prepared
appropria

rformance or 
ion was wel -
, adequately 

, and 
tely documented.

Thesis performance or 
presentation was very well 
conceived,  prepared, and 
documented. 

Thesis performance or 
presentation provided 
evidence of strong idea
and the ability to reali
them successfully.

s 
ze 

Thesis performanc
presentation provid
evidence either of 
ideas or the ability
realize them.

e or 
ed no 
strong 
 to 

Thesis perfor
presentation p
evidence of st
and  the abilit
them. 

mance or 
rovided some 
rong ideas 
y to realize 

Thesis pe
presenta
evidence 
and the a
them suc

rformance or 
tion provided 
of strong ideas 
bility to realize 
cessfully.

Thesis performance or 
presentation provided 
ample evidence both of 
strong ideas and the ability 
to realize them with great 
success.

Written thesis is 
thoroughly researched 
wel  writ en, & provides
evidence of original 
thought.

& 
 

Written thesis is p
researched and bad
written, and provid
evidence of origina
thought.

oorly 
ly 

es little 
l 

Written thesi
some evidence
is competently
demonstrates
for original th

s provides 
 of research, 
 written, and 

 a capacity 
ought.

Written 
thorough
well writt
evidence 
thought.

thesis is 
ly researched and 
en, and provides 
of original 

Written thesis is extremely 
well-researched and 
written, and provides ample 
evidence of original 
thought.

Student was able to 
discuss her/his thesis 
concert & paper clearly
and articulately. 

 

Student was unable
discuss her/his the
concert & paper cle
articulately.

 to 
sis 
arly and 

Student was a
discuss her/hi
concert & pape
degree of clar
articulacy. 

ble to 
s thesis 
r with some 

ity and 

Student w
discuss h
concert &
articulate

as able to 
er/his thesis 
 paper clearly and 
ly. 

Student was able to 
discuss her/his thesis 
concert & paper with great 
clarity and articulation.

Student was able to 
clearly identify strengt
and weaknesses in her/
own work.

hs 
his 

Student was unable
identify strengths 
weaknesses in her/
work.

 to 
and 
his own 

Student showe
ability to clear
strengths and 
in her/his own

d signs of an 
ly identify 
weaknesses 
 work.

Student w
identify s
weakness
work.

as able to clearly 
trengths and 
es in her/his own 

Student was able to clearly 
identify strengths and 
weaknesses in her/his own 
work, and to build on this 
self-assessment.
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