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Dear Colleague:

This is a summary of some key findings from your institution's performance on the 2008 National Survey of
Student Engagement. We hope you can use this information to stimulate discussion on your campus about how to
improve the undergraduate experience at Mills College.

Sincerely,
Alexander C. McCormick
Director, National Survey of Student Engagement

Are All Students at Mills College Equally Engaged?
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The adjacent figures illustrate this phenomenon.
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NSSE 2008 Question Comparisons

By examining individual NSSE questions, you can better understand what contributes to your institution's overall
benchmark scores. This section features the five questions on which your first-year and senior students scored the
highest and the five questions on which they scored the lowest, relative to students at your first selected comparison
group (Tisted in your NSSE 2008 Selected Comparison Groups report).

While these questions were chosen to represent the largest differences (in percentage points), they may not be the
most important (o your institutional mission or current program or policy goals, We encourage you to review your
NSSE Institutional Report 2008 for additional results of particular interest to your campus.

Highest Performing Areas Comparison Groups
Ques-  Bench- Mills ;"‘:I"':;':: il :,.'::;"E'" NESE 2008
i mark’  Percent of students who. .
First-Year Students
3d. LAC  Wrote more than 4 papers or reports between 5 and 19 pages 5504, 0% 449 330
1t ACL  Discussed ideas from readings or classes with others outside of class’ B0% 68% 6% 36%
lu. EEE Had serious conversations w/ students of another race or ethnicity” 84%, 61% 53% 51%
Lv. EEE Had serious conversations wi students of other relig./politicsivalues” T6% 03% 0% 55%
Te. EEE Participated in a leaming community 37% 12%5 1 7% 16%
Seniors
3e. LAC  Wrote at least one paper or report of 20 pages or more T3% 58% 59% S0%
1j. ACL  Tutored or taught other students (paid or voluntary)” 33% 24%, 25% 22%
It, ACL  Discussed ideas from readings or classes with others outside of class” B1% T72% H6%: 03%
lu, EEE Had serious conversations wi' students of another race or ethnicity” TT% 63% 53% 549
Th. EEE Completed a culminating semor experience {capstone, thesis, comp. exam) 63% 430 S0 3304
First-Year Students Seniors
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