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I remember Warren “go to” Hellman 
announcing the decision to go coed. It 
was like a knife striking at my very core. 
Our emotion fl owed deep and wide as we 
cried and howled. We refused to simply 
accept this fate and turned that emotion 
into action immediately We reacted—
thoughtfully, powerfully. With my Olney 
Hall porch mates, I barricaded Sage Hall. 

about the future of our beloved school. 

Shop and howled yet again, with great 
joy as Hellman revoked the decision. 
With hearts full of hope, we knew our 
Strike success left a legacy that would 
change the future of young women for 
generations.  —Joyce Fung Yee ’90

It just made me so proud to be an 
alumna! I cheered them all the way!  
—Jane Worthington Nelson ’56 

I had spent two years at a large university 
where women in science struggled for sup-
port; I studied my third year at a women’s 

support there. So when I decided to return 
to college later in life, a women’s college 

was at the top of my list. When I heard the 
news, I drove to campus and joined the 
protesters. The next day I returned with 
provisions and teamed up with a group of 
students blocking access to a classroom. I 
had decided that if Mills went coed, I was 
going to withdraw my application. What a 
thrill when the crowd learned that the idea 
had been overturned! I am always grateful 
to Mills for the opportunities it afforded 
me and continues to afford women now 
and in the decades to come. Thank you, 
student strikers, for standing up, saying no, 
and saying yes to women’s power. —Wendy 
Patrice Williams ’92, MFA ’94 

As a student, I was proud of how we got 
our message out. We learned how to orga-
nize, negotiate, and present ourselves and 
our arguments. But many have come to 
believe that this was a student movement 
only, while so much support was given 
and pledged by staff, professors, and alum-
nae, parents, and students from other local 
colleges who came and sat “on the lines.” It 
was a full community movement, and all 
factions deserve recognition for the sup-
port they gave. —Cherlene Wright ’92 

The women at the College of St. Catherine’s 
held a huge rally in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
to support their Mills sisters. Mary Jean 

platform and gave a rousing speech. After 
many testimonials to women’s education, 
several St. Kate’s students shaved their 
heads. Mary Jean and I collected the shorn 
locks and sent them to Mills. It was an 
amazing afternoon. —Peggy Weber ’65  

I remember thinking that Mills gave 
women from orthodox and conserva-
tive countries and cultures a safe place 
to explore their talents and aspirations, 
and that I needed to do my part to ensure 
that the College would not lose its unique 
value to such students. I was there when 
Warren Hellman, chair of the Trustees at 
the time, conceded defeat. There was a 
great sense of relief and accomplishment 
for all of us! —Viji Nakka-Cammauf ’82 

I got married during the Strike, right 
there in the chapel. I hadn’t paid too much 
attention—I knew about the Trustees vote 
but, frankly, was pretty busy with last min-
ute details. I was glad the students were 
protesting, though.

Sound off! 
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to ask how we would get in to the Chapel 
since the students were blockading the 
buildings. Somehow we managed to make 
it all work. In fact, the ceremony went off 
without a hitch, but you can hear horns 
honking and students yelling in the back-
ground on my wedding video.  

My husband, Mark, and I remain happily 
married, and our commitment to women’s 
education is as strong as our commitment 
to each other. —Lucia Stauffer Savage ’84 

The Strike taught me the power of tak-
ing risks. As a member of student board 
and orientation, it seemed like we had had 
endless meetings regarding the coed issue, 
yet on the day of the vote the Board of 
Trustees still took the college I knew and 
loved away from us, away from me. At the 
beginning, I lacked the energy and willing-
ness to put it all on the line once again, 
but I learned that sometimes—probably 
most importantly when there doesn’t seem 
to be anything left—you must dig way 
down deep inside to fi nd that last kernel 
of belief, of faith, of energy, and to believe 
in taking a chance and venturing forward, 
for in such action there is everything to be 
gained. —Meighen S. Katz ’92

Alas, I have had no connection with Mills, 
don’t think I’ve ever been there, nor met 
an alumna. My karyotype is XY, and I have 
no daughters. I went to a coed college.

On the East Coast, I’d 
heard about the Strike. I 
liked the way the students 
went on the warpath and 
was intrigued by their 
courage and fortitude. I 
admired them in preserv-
ing a personal freedom for 
all—keeping a college for 
women.

I keep in touch by giving 
annual donations, receiv-
ing the alumnae newsletter, and enjoy see-
ing the liveliness of students. It feels right 
and comforting that Mills continues. Vivat 
Mills! —Len Finegold

The Strike was the fi rst time I had heard 
of Mills. I was at fi rst confused and then so 
impressed by this gathering of women and 
how sure they were of what they wanted. I 
wanted to be sure of myself, too. And then 
I went to Mills, and Mills changed me. I 
have always been proud of my choice.
—Larissa Brown Shapiro ’95 

The determination of these women awes 
me in so many ways. Every time I watch 
footage of the strike I cannot but see myself 
standing there with them. This strike was 
for the past, present, and future women who 
call Mills their home. All I can say is thank 
you to those who held to their convictions 
and did not let anyone change their mind. 
—Kylie Stevens ’13

Recently I had the oppor-
tunity to tag along on a 
tour of campus. Inside 
the Campanil, on the far 
side of a shaft inside the 
tower, was some graffi ti: 
“Better dead than coed.” 
That was the fi rst time I 
heard of the Strike, but 
as I began to question 
the importance of keep-
ing a school to only one 

gender, it took almost no time to fi nd my 
answers. I had been invited there that day 
by my girlfriend, the most amazing woman 
I have ever met. She was the answer. Mills 
created an environment that has helped 
her grow into who she is, an environment 
that wouldn’t be the same if the school 
had become coed. That is what needed to 
be preserved, the freedom to be who you 
are, and the chance to be more. —Colin 
Ferguson 

My daughter saw the newspaper I saved 
all these years with a picture of my car 
fi lled with friends driving the campus 
with banners and shouting, “better dead 
than coed.” After hearing the story and 
meeting my friends, she wants to attend 

and may change her mind on many 
issues over the next three years, but I will 
do my best to keep that fl ame lit in her.
—Lisa Campognone Pedersen ’92  
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