ASMC Executive Board

Monday October 5, 2009

Cowell Conference Room

7:36 p.m.

I. Roll Call (1 min)

A. ASMC Members (7:36 p.m.)

i. Ashley Grant – Co-President (present)

ii. Amber Williams – Co-President (present)

iii. Jessica Brennan – Vice-President & Diversity Chair (present)

iv. Marjan Soleimanieh – Academic co-chair (present)

v. Sandra Macias– Academic co-chair (absent)

vi. Rebecca Williams – Judicial Chair (present)

vii. Aya Fawakhiri – Internal Affairs Chair (present)

viii. Kelly McCoid - Public Relations Chair (present)

ix. Michelle Arauz – Accountant (present)

x. Jisel Moore – Historian (present)

xi. Courtney Young-Law – ASMC advisor (present)
xii. Angela Kramer (present)

xiii. Yolanda – Senator at large (present)
II. Approval of Agenda  (1 min)

A. Agenda Approval (6:34 p.m.)

i. Ashley Grant motions to approve the agenda as it currently stands.

a. Jessica seconds.

III. Approval of Minutes (1 min)

A. Minute approval (7:38 p.m.)
i. Sandra Macias was present during the September 21st meeting.  This is a friendly amendment.
IV. Open Forum (53 min)
A. Fem Dems (7:39 p.m)

i. California Young Democrats Conference at Lake Tahoe during October 23rd – 25th.  

ii. Want to network with future politicians and gain support from other CYD.  

iii. Learn information about democrats back to mills students.

iv. Learning more about the democratic party’s stance on the health care reform.

v. Total cost is $755, asking for $495.

vi. Planning $5 meals and rooming with another chapter.

vii. Worked with Monica Wilson and Dan Ryan.

viii. Each student going will update a journal daily, and a facebook group will be updated daily.

ix. This could also be used as a way to increase membership within fem dems. 
x. Extra $40 would be allocated for traveling expenses and membership fees for other members.

xi. Q:  Are members in the club putting their own money?  
a. No, but fem dems are being frugal to ask for less money.   

xii. Q: Have you asked departments for money?  
a. No, because they want to ask for special funding next semester for a trip.

xiii. Have you already contacted the campanil about having an article?  
a. No, but student news is another possibility.  
B. Discussion (8:09 – 8:21 p.m.)
i. Amber moves to limit discussion to five minutes.  Rebecca seconds.  9 in favor, 1 abstain.  

ii. Fem dems overspent their budget and didn’t represent the mills community last year.  This year, there is a new group of members.

iii. Fem dems actually started in the negatives.  Have tabled with bake sales since the beginning of the year.

iv. Request should be re-written and re-submit, however time does not permit.

v. Request should be $387 according to the information that was given; $68 from bake sale; housing no longer an option.

vi. $68 from bake sale did not pull them out of negative, club should have $69 in account.

vii. The decision should be made on what was written on the special funding application.  Additional funds should be granted to encourage more students to attend.

viii. Granted $3,500 last week to a non-club, need to be more liberal with funding.

ix. Will they really take the information and bring it back to the mills community?

a. Should add a travel form and make guidelines about how we evaluate travel funding.

x. Jessica moves to grant fem dems $387.

a. Amber seconds motion.

b. Four in favor, three opposed, three abstained. 

(a) Motion fails.

xi. Rebecca moves to grant fem dems $455.

a. Jessica seconds motion.

b. Nine in favor; one abstained. 

(a) Motion passed.

xii. Had Fem Dems 
C. Institute for Civic Leadership (Jaia Orient) (7:52 – 8:09)
i. Want to host a movie, “The Quantum Activist” on October 25th, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

ii. Has permission to show the movie in Littlefield Hall.

iii. Requesting $500 for film rights; but tickets will be free for mills students.
iv. “The Quantum Activist” will take scientific models rooted in “Western” culture and melds them with “eastern ideas”.  This film brings awareness of world diversity and presents it in a unified, harmonized way.

v. Q: Will Dr. Amit Goswami attend?  
a. Dr. Amit Goswami will attend along with the two producers to do a Q&A.

vi. Q: Have you talked to students and determined if there was interest on campus?  
a. Haven’t done a wide poll, but the people that heard about it were interested in it.

vii. Q: How is it related to ICL?  
a. ICL members are supposed to bring a project to the Mills community.

viii. Picked the room to advertise to the larger bay area community.  The event will also be posted on the producers website.  Theaters have sold out with this film showing

ix. Q: Do you have public safety or staff present because outside community will be invited?  
a. Told that public safety will have to lock up afterwards.

x. Q: What about refreshments?  
a. It is not allowed to serve refreshments in the Littlefield Hall.

D. Discussion (11 min)
i. Most ICL women usually get people to volunteer, host speakers, etc.  

ii. Before, ICL had funding for events, but this year, they are only allocated $300.

iii. Concerned that there is no public safety that will be present during this event. 

iv. $75 per officer for four hours.

v. If they use ICL staff, then the staff can volunteer.

vi. Are we allowed to grant more than the special funding request to cover the cost of public safety?  No
vii. Is it allowed to publicize off campus?  They are allowed to now, the policy has changed.

viii. Sandra moves to extend discussion for another three minutes.

ix. Maybe give them the full cost and have ICL cover cost for public safety?

x. Event is open to mills community and outside community, which is something that we have encouraged in the past.

xi. 25 – 30 tickets will be reserved for mills students; more can be reserved if there is a large interest on campus.
xii. Amber moves that we grant the full $500.
a. Rebecca seconds.

(a) Seven in favor; two oppose; one abstain.

(b) Motion passes.

V. Old Business (tabled)
A. Amber moves that we table the Old Business until the next executive board meeting.

i. Marjan seconds. 

a. Ten in favor; none oppose; none abstain.
VI. New Business (29 minutes)
A. Committee Report Back (8:32 p.m)
i. Diversity
a. Committee members spoke with freshwomen; Dislikes were that there was a bubble on campus, and that there was no campus life on weekends.

b. Commuters dislike the lack of dining options on the weekend, and that they don’t feel welcomed to founders.

ii. Judicial

a. Started to review constitution points. 
b. Disliked the amount of departmental and curriculum changes.  Want more student involvement with the hiring and firing of the staff.

c. Goal: Write a free speech policy for the mills constitution. 

iii. Internal

a. Goal: Creating coalition between the executive board and the senate; monthly outings for the entire ASMC senate.

b. Talked about election pros and cons.

c. No campus life on the weekends, the price of mills.

d. Plus: academic programs, not competitive, and the fact that it is an all womens’ college.

iv. Public Relations

a. Retention: Not enough to do on campus.

b. Will post calendars around campus.

c. Goals: Create ASMC website (hire a mills student to help create it) which would include pictures, etc.

d. Some constituents felt like the rules were too strict and that they felt like they couldn’t have fun in their own dorms.

e. Because ASMC funds the Campanile, maybe we could use their servers?

v. Academic

a. Lack of comfort going to events outside of their realm, felt like the affinity groups were too “cliquish”.  

b. Our library has very few resources, and interlibrary loans take too long.  Would it be possible to create a interlibrary loan program with Cal or other colleges?
(a) People who cross-register at Cal do not have access to their library

c. Flea infestations within dorms.

d. People felt that there was lack of student involvement within the social sciences.

e. Please write complaints about math department and give to provost.  

f. Goal: Discussing with professors a way to set up Research Assistantship for credit.  Also starting an online publication to publish students research projects.

vi. Student Services

a. Retention: Athletics do not get enough credit and support at mills.  Athletics linked with school spirit.  Student news goes out daily, maybe student news needs a re-vamp so that there are categories.  Not enough traditions at mills.  Limited ways to meet friends.  

b. Scholarships, small classes, close relations with advisors.

c. Goal: Working quarter machines or maybe link id card to vending or laundry machines.  

d. Unclear about what M Center does and does not do.

e. Create a board (such as DSL mission statement).

B. Vice President’s Report (tabled)
(a) Jessica moves to table VP report to next full meeting 

(b)  Amber seconds.
(i) All in favor.  Motion passes.
VII. Announcements (1 minute)
A. How to facilitate meetings better. (8:51)
VIII. Adjournment (1 minute)
A. Sandra moves to adjourn the meeting (8:52)

i. All in favor.

IX. Action items

A. Should create a separate form for traveling requests and make guidelines about how we evaluate travel funding.
