
ASMC General Meeting
Monday September 28, 2009

Cowell Conference Room

6:36 p.m.

Meeting called to order at 6:36 p.m.

I. Roll Call
i. Ashley Grant – Co-President (present)

ii. Amber Williams – Co-President (present)

iii. Jessica Brennan – Vice-President & Diversity Chair (present)

iv. Marjan Soleimanieh – Academic co-chair (present)

v. Sandra Macias– Academic co-chair (present)

vi. Rebecca Williams – Judicial Chair (present)

vii. Aya Fawakhiri – Internal Affairs Chair (present)

viii. Kelly McCoid - Public Relations Chair (present)

ix. Michelle Arauz – Accountant (present)
x. Jisel Moore- Historian (absent)

xi. Courtney Young-Law – ASMC advisor (present)
xii. Angela Kramer – Graduate Student Assistant (present)
xiii. Melissa Bruley – Ross House Senator (absent)
xiv. Zainab Shabbir – Mary Morse Senator (absent)

xv. Suki Bourquin – Underwood Apartments Senator (absent)

xvi. Jodessa Lanzaderas – Ege Senator (present)

xvii. Emelie Whiting – Ethel Moore Senator (present)

xviii. Emilie Mieke – APER Senator (present)

xix. Sarah Taborga – Commuter Senator (present)

xx. Isabel Cortez – Solidarity Lounge Senator (present)

xxi. Ciera Cummings – Health Senator (present)

xxii. Jaia Orient - Social Sciences Senator (present)

xxiii. Modesta Tamayo- Letters Senator (present)

xxiv. Marlene Hurd – Education Senator (absent)

xxv. Divinia Anderson - Senator-at-large (present)

xxvi. Ari Nelson – Senator-at-large (present)
xxvii. Cecilia Aguilera – Senator-at-large (present)

xxviii. Amelia Lopez – Senator-at-large (present)
xxix. Rebecca Waterhouse – President 2010 (present)

xxx. Amandla Roqueat – Historian 2011 (present)

xxxi. Kalisi Kupu – Historian 2012 (present)

xxxii. Alexis Savage – Historian 2013 (present)

xxxiii. Catherine Le – possible OM Senator (present)

II. Approval of Agenda  

A. Agenda Approval (6:36 p.m.)

i. Amber Williams asks if any dissent to approving agenda as currently stands- none so agenda approved.
III. Approval of Minutes 

A. Minute approval (6:41 p.m.)
i. Amber Williams requests a correction to last meeting minutes under Special funding request: the name Gina Wong should read “Jean” Wong.  No one opposed change.  
ii. Amber Williams asks if any dissent to approving minutes with change- none opposed so agenda approved at 6:41 p.m.
IV. Open Forum 
A. Special Funding Request: Jabrilla Carr

i. Presentation of request begins at 6:42 p.m.

a. Jabrilla Carr, senior Ethnic Studies major asking for $3550 on behalf of Ethnic Studies students to hold 40th anniversary celebration of Ethnic Studies Department at Mills.  
b. Word document attached to last page summarizes the request. Tentative outline of program included on proposal.  
c. Received $2000 from the President’s office.  
d. Public safety is on the expense list but unsure how many officers needed under new event guidelines. Expecting ~150 people.
e. Ethnic Studies department organizes and maintains many of the affinity clubs on campus.  
f. Event to be held on November 12th at 6:30 pm to celebrate the department being 40 years old.
g. Key note speaker was Provost and Vice President at Spelman College and formerly an Ethnic Studies professor at U. of Washington. Most of the money requested will go to paying her fee and housing/transportation for speaker. 
h. A poem presented at the event will hopefully be included in The Womanist publication.
i. Jabrilla Carr and Shunkila Black Calf are student organizers of the program.
j. Jabrilla Carr and Shunkila Black Calf are creating a research paper about the Ethnic Studies department and its involvement in the school.  
k. All of the affinity clubs will be involved in the actual program and help organizing.  
l. Event should give students an opportunity to present past or current Ethnic Studies research at tables in the back of the room.  
m. Event should be a chance for networking as well.
ii. Question and Answer session begins at 6:48 p.m.
a. Question: Why does the event require two security officers? Answer: Because the event will be large, estimated 150 people.
b. Question: Is the money being requested for the Ethnic Studies Department? Answer: Both students and department.  Event is spearheaded by the department but students are key organizers now. 
c. Question: Have you tried to find other speakers who are less expensive who have made contributions to Ethnic Studies? Answer: Do not know of any arrangements for alternate speakers, but she was requested due to her impact in the field.  They might be open to other speakers if they do not get enough money to bring speaker from Spelman.

d. Question: Request states that funding sought is $3550 in one place and $3500 elsewhere. Answer: The $3550 amount is correct.

e. Question: What sort of medium would you use to bring the event back in the form of a presentation after the event? Answer: Hopefully you will all be there, but the paper they write should be something people can look at.  In addition, there is talk of a film being made about the event, which could be shown to all students.

f. Question: Is the program offered to all students? Answer: Yes all students are encouraged to come.

g. Question: Who are you advertising to? Answer: We are advertising to outside people and the general community.  SFSU is having a celebration of Ethnic Studies this year as well.

h. Question: Is the speaker confirmed? Answer: Professor Sudbury arranged the speaker.

i. Question: Does the Ethnic Studies department have budget money set aside for this event?  Answer: Yes, but they do not know the amount.

iii. Request presentation ends at 6:55 p.m.
iv. Discussion on funding request opens at 6:55p.m.
a. Already issued $500 to Mujeres Unidas for Latina Heritage Month, so still have $14500.00 for the Fall semester.

b. We do not grant special funding to departments- on front page of funding request.  Line actually reads that administrators cannot request funds.  This event has students requesting.

c. Cost for public safety- would they need officers at the event?  Courtney does not believe they would because they are not serving alcohol. Doesn’t the number of public safety officers depend on the level of the event?  Do not need public safety for speakers?  OSA is working on a grid to detail number of safety officers required for what events. Grid with if/then scenarios.

d. We could get into murky waters if we grant money on behalf of a department since departments get their own funding. ASMC funds are for student run events. They stated that the professor did some the planning.  Students stated they are now key organizers along with the department.  Also, departments often provide speakers for Heritage Month events.

e. If the whole idea of ASMC money is to increase awareness on campus, does it matter if it is the ethnic studies department or club?  If the students are doing most of the work they should get some funding, and the ethnic studies department is huge

f. Ethnic studies department has money allocated but they are not sure what that is going to be.  People express concern over whether we allocate money and end up funding the majority of the program.

g. Students state it would be nice if we knew if they had secured the speaker, and that there would be more collaboration with BWC and Mujeres.

v. Discussion closes at 7:06 p.m.
vi. Floor opens to motions at 7:06 p.m.

a. Rebecca Waterhouse moves to grant the full amount of $3550.00 to the Ethnic Studies department and students for the Ethnic Studies Anniversary event. (Motion made at 7:09 p.m.) 

(a) Rebecca Williams seconds.

b. Sandra motions to open debate on topic and limit it to 5 minutes. (Motion made at 7:11 p.m.)

(a) Amelia seconds.

c. Debate opens at 7:12 p.m.  

(a) Do they need the $150 for the officers? Do we know for sure?  They may or may not need them.

(b) If we grant them the full amount- they would only need to ask the department for $500.  $5550 is the total they need, received $2000 from the president.  If we allocated $3000 it would cover the cost of the speaker and perhaps one public safety officer.

(c) Did not touch on using clubs or student diversity programs for additional sources of funding.

(d) A lot of things in the presentation were very tentative.  We don’t know if the speaker has been confirmed.

(e) Important program for the Mills community- and would benefit entire community.

(f) If they don’t use all of the money, they have to give it back.

(g) It would be unfortunate if they have a great speaker but cannot offer refreshments.

d. Debate ended at 7:16 pm

vii. Vote called at 7:17 p.m.
(a) 20 in favor; 4 opposed; 0 abstained.  Motion passed at 7:17 p.m.
V. Old Business 
A. Committees (7:18 p.m)

i. Review of information from the retreat-
a. All senators will meet at 6:30 pm on every Monday.  

b. On weeks when there is a full board meeting you meet from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
c. On alternate Mondays you meet with committees from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.  Afterwards the Executive Board meets and all are welcome to attend.

ii. Committee assignments- 

a. Judicial Affairs Committee-

(a) Rebecca Williams- Chair

(b) Jisel Moore


(c) Divinia Anderson

(d) Amelia Lopez

b. Public Relations- 

(a) Kelly McCoid- Chair

(b) Emelie Whiting

(c) Ari Nelson

c. Diversity Committee- 

(a) Jessica Brennan- Chair

(b) Isabel Cortez

(c) Kalisi Kupu

(d) Alexis Savage

d. Internal Affairs Committee- 

(a) Aya Fawakhiri- Chair

(b) Zainab Shabbir

(c) Amandla Roqueat

e. Academic Affairs Committee- 

(a) Marjan Soleimanieh- Co-Chair

(b) Sandra Macias- Co-Chair

(c) Jaia Orient

(d) Modesta Tamayo

(e) Marlene Hurd

f. Student Services Committee- 

(a) Ashley Grant- Co-Chair

(b) Amber Williams- Co-Chair

(c) Ciera Cummings

(d) Cecilia Aguilera

(e) Emily Meike

(f) Jodessa Lanzaderas

iii. Historians have the option to be on a committee, but since board is not full we requested they serve on a committee.  

iv. There are certain positions that are locked into committees.

v. You can also join other committees but will go to the meeting of the committee you are assigned since all meetings happen on Monday nights unless otherwise decided by the committee.  

vi. If you serve on multiple committees you can tell committee head in advance what you want to vote on certain issues.  

vii. Committees can meet at other times if everyone agrees to a particular time/place.  

viii. Discussion ends at 7:26 p.m.
VI.  New Business  

A. Retreat discussion begins at 7:27 p.m.

i. Goal setting discussion begins at 7:27 p.m.

a. Basic goal structure had three circles/levels (External, Internal ASMC, Internal Executive Board)

(a) Internal Executive Board- levels of trust, being able to work together, monthly outings etc.

(b) Internal ASMC- increased visibility, better transition (keep notes, etc.), more accountability and transparency.

(c) External (whole mills community)- address retention rate problem (play an active role to make sure students who are here want to stay here, etc.), focus on big picture tangible things: 

(i) AC transit is ongoing and will continue this year- need to have a decision as to whether we will continue the program and figure out measures of success

(ii) Graduate student representation in government (either establish their own government or become incorporated into ASMC)

(iii) Supporting other departments- OSA etc.

b. Made these goals and throughout the year will work to complete the goals.

(a) Committees should be making plans and having discussions to make sure the goals are met

ii. Pluses and Deltas- Things we loved and things we want to change discussion begins at 7:33 p.m.

a. Deltas- 

(a) schedule in more breaks

(b) off campus retreat

(c) more ice breakers

(d) break into smaller groups to talk about goals

(e) more cake and more cake advertising

(f) the goals diagram should be out there when people table or have traveling office hours (visual representation of ASMC’s goals)

b. Pluses- 

(a) stuffed crust pizza

(b) liked the goal discussion

(c) was smooth and Aya looked comfortable

(d) was organic and was not overly regimented (things flowed well)

(e) each topic was presented by other people (also Robert’s Rules did a FANTASTIC job!)

(f) tons of laughter and fun towards the end

(g) more laughter in meeting today in part because of retreat (more comfortable to have fun)

c. Jessica moves to refer the diagram creation to the Public Relations committee at 7:40 pm 

(a) Seconded by marjan

(b) Vote called at 7:40 pm: 25- yes, 0- no, 0- abstain, motion passed at 7:40 p.m.
B. Elections discussion begins at 7:40 pm

i. Pluses and Deltas-

a. Pluses –

(a) was nicely organized (having the box was useful)

(b) amusing posters

b. Deltas- 

(a) descriptions of people running for positions

(b) put info of ASMC goals out at the table

(c) slowed the process having to write down information

(d) article in the campanile or put up posters with results so people know that the election was an active process

(e) have mini-bio on voting form on the election form or information sheets so people can actually read what the candidates wrote

(f) research different ways to do elections (evaluating different systems)

(g) pictures of candidates

(h) ran out of copies of the ballots and had to write them down by hand and it was messy and slow going (there were copies in the black crate)

(i) unclear on the day people were supposed to speak/give speech

(j) people were offended by posters (some didn’t vote because they were offended)

c. Sandra moves that the Internal Affairs Committee should research online election options or perhaps attach it to the portal page so people can vote when they register for classes.

(a)  Michelle seconded 7:50 pm

(b)  No debate on the motion

(c) Vote called at 7:51 pm: 25- yes, 0- opposed, 0- abstain, motion passed at 7:51 p.m.
C. Graduate representation in government discussion begins at 7:52 p.m.

i. Has to be decided by ASMC

a. Has to bring it to undergrads to see if they want graduate students to be part of ASMC.

b. Graduate students can do their own student government.  
c. If it was decided by undergraduate student population that graduate students could join ASMC, then the graduate students would have to vote on whether they want to be part of ASMC and pay the ASMC fee. 

ii. Potential Issues- 

a. grad students are co-ed so we could have a male representative as President of ASMC

iii. Potential Benefits- 

a. They seem interested and active- ASMC asked a question about AC transit on student news and all but two responses were graduate students

b. Graduate departments have brought up the idea to the administration

iv. Could be a good topic for the community meeting in early November 

a. Discussion on whether to have it be a focus of the community meeting begins at 7:55- 

(a) Ashley moves that we limit discussion to 10 minutes.

(i) Seconded by Michelle

(b) Some feel it is weird that we have to ask undergrads first

(c) Should ask graduate students if they even want it first or see if they want their own government

(d) Have a poll or some less formal means to see if there is an interest by graduate students

(e) Important that we ask undergrads first because what if they are like “no way”

(f) Need to figure out what we are asking undergrads if we have them vote on it

(g) Community meeting is open to everyone- should be advertised to graduate students too

(h) It would be good to have a graduate senator to act as a liaison even if we don’t get a lot of grad students on the Executive Board.

(i) Point of information- anything inhibiting them from creating an ASMC form of govt? No. If they really wanted that they could do it themselves, and could include them on things like AC transit if they voted on it.

(j) Graduate students tend to be here for 1 or 2 years so it could be hard for them to have a good transition between years.  

(k) It would be good  if they could have a ‘class representative’ sort of situation as a means of incorporating them into ASMC

(l) Some would like to have grad students run for certain exec board members, etc.

(m) Would they have to pay same fees if they joined?

(n) Some wondering if they could be limited in representation

(o) Would they be required to pay the same amount because they do not have equal representation?

(p) ASMC is based on percentage of representation of student body so could go with same percentage format so they would not have as many senators as undergraduates because there are fewer of them

(q) Some think it would be good to have academic representation for graduate students especially for 4+1 programs would be good to have liaisons for those programs

(r) They could have 1 exec position and some senators

(s) Could treat graduate students as another ‘class’ and have a mini-government

(t) Would graduate students be allowed to ask for special funding if they paid to ASMC fees?

b. Jessica moves to table discussion to next full board meeting two weeks from now.

(a) Jaia seconds it

(b) Vote called at 8:06 pm- none opposed, motion passed at 8:07 pm
VII. Announcements- 

A. Angela appreciates the professional attire and recommends we wear it

i. The hill does not support business attire, athletes come directly from practice, 

B. Announcement was made to the Resident Assistants that some senators (especially dorm senators) will be reaching out to them so make sure you do that- R.A.’s are a great connection to students.  

C. JAMAAs first meeting was last week

i. was successful

ii. was meant to be an info session but they discussed some topics that needed to be discussed during that time

iii. next meeting is OCT 14th at 7 p.m.  

D. Phi Alpha Delta is doing Penny Wars- 

i. support your class by donating- winning class keeps the money in their jar
E. Convocation is Friday- 

i. Amber and Ashley will be speaking at convocation so please come to support them at 10:15 AM in Littlefield Concert Hall.

F. Sports!

i. Volleyball game this Friday

ii. Soccer is playing a home game on Saturday

iii. Swim a Mile is on Saturday to raise money against cancer

iv. Soccer has a home game on Sunday at 12 p.m.
G. Introduce Angela Kramer- 

i. graduate assistant for student governance

ii. assisted during the retreat and will work regarding student governance issues

iii. comes from Cal Poly SLO where she was President of Associated Students there

H. Next week is the Board of Trustees meeting- 

i. Amber and Ashley will be speaking about retention 

ii. First assignment that the senators get: ask students what are keeping students here and what are driving people to other schools?  

a. Monday when you go to committee meeting please discuss the information you gathered 

b. What is it about Mills that keeps you coming back here?

c. What makes you want to transfer?

d. What big issues can be addressed?  

e. In later years a lot of people drop out or take a leave of absence and never come back, so it is not just a freshman/sophomore problem

f. What changes can we make?

VIII. Adjournment

A. Jessica moves to adjourn meeting at 8:16 pm 

i. Seconded by Isabel 

ii. Vote called at 8:17 pm- motion passed unanimously meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m.

